Local Snippets

Blisworth is mentioned in the Domesday Book
(1086 AD.) when T was known as Rlidesworde.

Many of 1Ts older houses are built with
alfernating bands of Blisworth ironstone and
Northamgtonshire limestone.

Over the last four centuries Blisworth has
evolved with the country's Transport networks.
In the T+h Century it was a well known stop-
over for horse drawn coaches. By the late
18th, early 19t+h Century the bullding of the
Canal had made the area an extremelu
ousy nland port. Next came the London
Birminahanr Kailway providing passenger
and freight services.

Whiist wa]k{ﬂg alor‘lg the now +FOOCLUI'| canal
towpath it 1s dif ficult to imagine The
hustle and bustle of working narrow boats
ferruing their cargoes of ironore, limesfone
and coal To the ravlway sidings where
The hissing steam crane unloaded ovef-
-?bwiﬂg skips onto trucks to be pulled
oy smoking locomotives to their ultimate
destinations.

The IChuTCi‘% o? St John the Bapﬂsf g
mainly built of coursed limestone with
ronstone in ite tower. |t was restored
n 1855-6 when a aallery was removed
and the pews were converted into benches.
The <couth asle was rebuilt n 1926.
The Church conJra[ns Jrhe +oble -+OD

Tomb of Roger Wake (d 1502-4)and his
wife Elizabeth Ca’fesbg.—l'he \Con‘i' 'S
ancient and pertions of medieval qlass
urvive 10 the north-west chance! window.

The Raptist Chapel was built in 1825
Its Manse and lecture hall added in 1865 and
1885.

A Walkers
Code

| Always keep to the path fo avoid trespass.
If the pathis obstructed uou are allowed fo seek
a reasconable wauy round the obstruction,taking
care to avoid causing damage. Please report
the obstruction to the highwaus guthority.

. Remember fo close gates behind you. Strayng
stock can cause damage or spread disease
and carelessness may lead to Tragedy.

3. To avoid harm or distress to farm animals
and wildlife it is best To leave dogs at home.
It you have fo bring them They shduld be
kept on a leash.

4. ¥ wour roule fakes uou onto g road keep fo
the Tight facing oncoming traffic and use
the verge if one exists.

5. Aiways wear suitable clothing and foctwear for
the season and remember To allow plenty of
time To complete your choseéen walk.

6. Remember that every piece of land in the
country belorcn?s o someone, 5O please freat
it with respect so thal other walkers will

b€ Mmade welcome.

7. Remember that Scheduled Ancient Monuments
are protected by law in order To ensure
their survival. Please respect them and
other archaeologqical sites.

8. Take extra care near locks and don't be fempted
fo assist boat crews unless you are cerfain
of what to do. Remember because boats
cannot stop immediotely if someone falls
info +he water, the risk of injury is great.

¥ uou experience any difficulty on your walk such as
barbed wire, locked gqates or damaged sriles and

*Fc::-csa'l'l:nric:l?sfézsJ please report them to the Principal

Kights of Way Officer, West Office, Arnex House,
London Road, DavenTrg.Tel. DaveniTy, 706081,

For information and matters relating tothe Canal
and Towpath : The Waterway Manager The Stop House,
Braunston, Nor thants.Tel. 8raunston 0788 B8q0666.
Drawn and compiled by Sue Payne (1992)
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BLISWORTH TUNNEL. i __
Blisworth Tunne! was opened in 1805 having ..JJJH

been completed on the second attempl following AX
geological and confraciual problems with the

initial line. The firsl dig was aborfed in W

796 although the scars of iTs existence L & Y e

can sthill be seen on the landscape in the %LIEJ ;-tﬂdﬁ_;f\
form of depressions and spol mounds. B i ol S

The canal cutting was built following the
path of a natural valley and a small sfream

qu;ch NOW efﬁ'ers TLhe cqnal down a S\Di“WGB
near the tunnel entrance.
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The present tunnel is 3,076 yards long,and
is the longest continuous bore navigable
canal Tunnel in the Country. ‘Barnes of
Banbury, the engineer who excavated the
tunnel was ilhterate and had to memorise
all the estimates and calculations needed

. A .y
for the Tunnels completion. _ 1%, 1 - $}Y‘$—yj‘);/\(\/
Five years before the opening of the Tunnel (1 =T e 1&,':{1@"13;
the Counfg‘s firsT ravlroad was bw it +o |l g ./Fjg"i{*%%?f%;'ﬁ@?&h’
trangporT gqoods between the two completed ; = I3 M //jfé
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sections of canal af Blisworth and Stoke

Bruerne. The tTains that rumbled over
RBlisworth Hill were made up of open,tub
wagons pulled by horses.

Before the wntroduction of steam tugs,in 1871,
boats were ‘legged’ through the Tunnel. Leggers’
would lay on special boards projecting {rom the
sides of the boals and push with their feet
on the tunnel walls, ‘h’]k\'n-g up o 2%z hours

for the Trip.

The Tunne! was drained between 1382 -1984 and

a new section installed. A
dam was placed across
the canal in the cutting
and a tfemporary road
lavd {or the large trucks

e
=3

» J . - -
il
B

-L;k.- .

T
e Y

Boat Yard -

Part of the Westley Mill sife was Taken over by
Blisworth Tunnel Boals Lid. in the early
1470's. The {lourishing hire-{ijeet company
now has a repair dock, chandiery and
MOOTINGS.

i ep———

= _ overflow Weir near
Candle Bridge
f When the caral is full
E"-~<" an Overflow Weir takes aurplus
water to the atream {rom
Rlisworth Huill.

which had to back ap Tunnel Entrance. R ‘., Al = o
for amile in order fo drive out with mdferials 7 o s s
and rubble. |
T+ was officially re-opened for canal Traffic

by Sir Leslie Young in 1984

Condle Bridge .

Roat people would slop ot E’)ridge %0 Yo buw Taliow
dips, from the nearbu cottage which were used for
Iighﬂng their way through the long, Tunnel. The
cottage hos now been rebuilt but the bridae
s shll known as "Candle’ bridge.
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Ten “ —_ Coandle Bridge.

R’oilwag} Bridae.

The Railway Bridge wos desianed by
Robert Stephenseon who used cast-
ronwork in iTs arch. A large square s7cve
built water fonk <tood just cefcre +he
bridge and supplied cana water fo thirsty
<sfeam engines. This Tark has new been
demo'!ished and +he bridae arch ercased in
concrete to focilitate the electrificaticn of
the railway. o

Qm‘wag Bridge

Gauton Junclion

The Junction of the Grand Union Canal and the
Northampton Arm is called Gayton Junciion

bu British Waterwaus. I¥1s also known as
Gayfon Arm End fo boaters and Blisworth Arm
To local inhabitants. [ the past this junction
was marked huy a Public House called The Navigahion.
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~ O O <  Thig red-brick victorian mill wag run

193C it was being used as a4
traffic depct for the Grand Union

; Canal Compony and from The
B early 1960's until 1940 it was
' a sfore for pepper and
spice.

L
TR\WNoviaohien bq5 the Westley Brofhers during the
-‘.Ia ae ff d+h and early 20th CenTury. Buy
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of steam engines and
i their inheren+ psilution
A Caused fatalities amenost
\canal users. T
Fresh air being imperaTive
A Seven shafts were
R Te-Openea durirg the
‘E 1Atk CenTuTw.

Five of these enter

+he tunne| arch and

2\ Two are off set with
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Stotion 2\ connecting adits.
l \'._ No 3 EH%F"I" KNOW(
Candle g - ) as Wet Pit, was
g’:‘d fﬂﬂ“ desianed Te carry
_ er \ B -3 EXCesSS wamevr
Blisworth Hotel. weir \ Afrem above and
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\ §ths raing down
. zlinfo the cana!

v} cotehing +he
Dol s yunWary user
Cuix™ i a
cupTerranean
shower |

In 1838 +he London- 1o . Gauyton Koad

Birmingham Railway Ce. Goyton - =
builT o staTion at 8ilisworth. :
A new station was subsequently = 14
. ::* /s &
{ '::': ’ -h :
%, /R

built in 184-5.
Blisworth Hotel, with ifs Pleasure™ w—
N

Blhigwort h

Cardens, was then built to
accommadate mermgm passengers

who were forced toirave! on

coaches using The Turnpike sp |ME "L SLNRG s s.p
rocads, prior o The CroSs — _ _ — — Shg t I | 7 ——— 5000 op
Country railway lines being M= . : | VH e 6.
consTructed. When it was opened =+

il 1 L1 1T

enferfainmenT was provided
by Hot Air Balloons and Fumous/

EnterTaipers from London's
Thealre= and Mysic Halls.
The railway fellte the Beeching
axe INn +he 19&0°'s and the
Pleasure Gatdens ore now
a Mobile Home Park.
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[ These or(%uhcﬂ castiron boundarwy i e oS ——
Wood . markers Thow the [imit of the old ' - g P
i Grand Jdunction Canal Company's ! { Grafton House was once the
Eﬂ?:*mage . land. 3 — oo i i ‘Duke of Grafton's Arms ' g
) knock [ Lane J popular roadside Inn, bet'ter
g sep | known a5 the ‘Dukes Arms:
G : BITsy = G nthe ITth Century it was the
| S main sTop for coaches trem
j “ad Cheltenham and Stratford.
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Blisworth and railway i .
S.P»  SignposT
Stone Works Farm was once +he Blisworth ShuTINTEr, /4 %{ A , o ST.T‘ d
STtone Works. A tramway from |imestone /4 \ Q‘QQ’ | o
piITS at s rear provided transport To a ¥ < N s & FB.)( CooTbridae
canal wharf close To the tunnel entrance. Tk 2
Loaded side-tipping wagons ran dowrl b I / Ehalh. ¥ G CaTe
aravity and were pulled up by horses. !_, /] A\ <L Viewpoint
The farm house has ‘Bliswerth Stone Works' T /i LY Wy i
carved in its stone facade. 4 3 ’ﬁi - P Fablic House
<t 1% / = f Ch. Church
e - v / 5111;&“.. G, Car Park
& (= " / | AN - h
Nun Wood s Prgbahb NS;* ﬁ:JC} _I . 5 %.‘ | :.heep! D‘CJ&':J_.'% o leads,
named with reference & ~ FE. RS Buttermlk \ i
fo Showslew Prior Wood * U ? Hall F \\ L
n YA o all Farm > Zo0de
nearou. ) [/ / \ —
The Grand Union Canal was {formed ' “\\ 14 mile
on Ist Jonuary 1929 py the amalgamation \ |
of nine separaté candls. ptes I \
The Nerthampton Arm was built ' Br;arsed SYslely Grdnance Survey, Maps
be+ween | S ﬂﬂd |8|5_ Tn'.,',) ',"' {;‘ Nl‘i"h "H‘IE EQﬁC+IOﬂ l'.:‘-F The CGHT{‘GHE‘T‘ QF
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