Local Snippets

The name Braunston is derived from
Brandeston, i.e. Brant or Brand's Yon' (or
village). Brant or Brond being the name
of the Anglo-Saxon lord responsible to the
king. The name first occurs in a Roual
Charter 956 A.D. when the |land was
granted fo a nobleman.

Braunston was alwaus an \mportant village on
the Midland's walerways sustem. In 1788 it
was a stopping place on the Oxford Canal
and \afer, in 1800, 1t was intersecled by the
Grand Junction Canal built to join the
countries north and <outh cruising circuils.
From Yhis union new sources of employment
spranq up and carpenters, blacksmiths,
saddlers and ropemakers aopened up shops
in the village which now boasted as many
as 12 Inns catering for the burgeoning
work force.

The decline of canal traffic came with the bullding

of the railways. The Great Central Line opened
in 1899 with a sftation at Braunsfon. Goods,
narficularly perishable ifems were now
Transported by rail resulting ina loss of
canal tolles and ul’rima’relg a loss of jobs.

Braunstons rectory was built by the Rev

A.B. Clough in a arand sfyle to - accommodate his
bride in the manner 1o which she had become
accustomed!” Tndeed, the new Mrs. Clough
was the daughter of Mr.R. Howson Lamb,owner
of nearby Bragborough Hall, and her new
home imitated its ‘Grecian’ lines. The house
1S now ‘Berrufields’ and best seen from
the canal fowpath.

A Walkers:
Code

. Always keep o the path fo avoid frespass.
If the path is obstructed you are allowed to seek
a reasonable way round the obsfruction, taking
care to avoid causing damage. Please report
the obstruction to the highway authority.

. Remember to close gates behind you. Straying
efock can cause damage or spread disease
and carelessness may [ead to Tragedy.

3.To avoid harm or distress to farm animale
and wildlife it is best o |eave dogs at home.
If you have to bring them they should be
Kept on a leash.

4, l& uour route Takes uou onfo a road keep 1o
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the right, facing oncoming Traffic and use
the vérge if ong exists.

5. Alwaus wear suitable clothing and fogtwear for
the season and remember t6 allow plenty of
time fo complete your chosen walk.

6. Remember that every piece of land in the
CounTrfLA belongs fo someone, 80 please
\

treat if with réspect so That other walkers
will be made welcome.

7 Remember that Scheduled Ancient Monuments
- are profected by law in order to ensure their
survival. Please respect them and other

archaeological sites.

8. Toke extra care near locks and don't be tempted
fo assist boat crews unless you ore certain
of what to do. Remember, because boats
cannot sfop immediately if someone {falls info the
wdler, the risk of injury is great.

f you experience any difficulty on your walk such as
barbed wire, locked gates or damaged shles and
footbridaes, please report them fo the Principal Kights
of Wou O":t'({cer, West Office, Arnex House, London Koad,
Daventry. Tel. Daventry 706 08I.

Vor informahion and matters relating 1o the Canal
and Towpath: The Waterwau Manager, The Stop House,
Braunston, Northants. TTel.” Braunston O7188
BA06 6.

Drawn and compiled by Sue Payne. 1991
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All Saints Church was built in 1849,
the third on the sife since Norman

Times. it was rebuilt in the original

deep red sandstone with the addition
of some drew Weldon and brown

Duston stone. The tower is 150 feef
tall, a prominent landmark for many

miles around.

Close to the Church is an early 2
1Ath Cen"l‘urﬁ sail-less brick ¢

tower-mill. Made {rom local bricks 4
the mill has peen converted into \J

The triangular junction of +he Oxford and
Grand Unidn Canal is Crossed by delight{ul
twin iron bridaes which were cast at

Horseley Tron Works in the Black Counlry,

a private residence.

In 1429 the Grand Junction Canal combined
with the Birmingham Warwick ond Warwick
and NapTon Canals. These were bought by
the Reagents Canal Companuand became
the Grand Union Canal which then ran
from Londen to Birmingham.

Bottom Lock.
Until the late 1950's the worksheps and drudock ot Bottom

i %%f &7 Bri Lock were used by craftgmen {for the repair of Commercial

= 2R BRAUNSTON Narrow Boats that plied their trade on this waterway.

- Oay 5/sN Today those same skills and facilities
- - ' +on Road are_busily engaged in maintaning the
g oy WelTon —_ craft of fhe pleasure boating {raternity.
40 s g Ldeally sifuated at the bottom of
2 Ul the Qiight of six locks 1s The Boat
p Shop well stocked with provisions,
g d painTed ware, brass ware and old
ELE - > ‘lace plates.
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