Collyweston Slate

Collyweston has alwaus been a centre for
the slating industry. Tts slates can be found
ﬁhroughou’f the land and have even been

exported Yo America to roof a mansion in
New York.

In the 1Tth Century thece slates were
used in Stamford to lessen the spread

of fire and many villages in the area
owe their rustic charm o the combination
of Northampfonshire limestone and
Co“n\.swes*'or) slole roo{:s.

At one time every {ormer had his own pit from
which he produced slate when farm work

was slack. Slates came in 28 different sizes
ronging {rom G to 24 inches and had names
such as Outrills, Mopes, Mumford, Batchelor,
Job, Wibbet, In-bow and Out-bow. They were
spht by hand with a cliving hammer, after
freezing during the winter months.

Farmer-slaters also used to make mortar, in
which to bed the slates on the roof, by

burning lime from Yheir pits. This home-made
morfar was ‘elastic’ and as can be seen, a

Colluweston slate roof assumes a graceful
curve with age.

By the 1920’s the industry was on the decline
ond there were only six slating pits remaining .
This was due Yo economic factors and mild
winters preventing the splitting of slates.

In 1982 a Stone Slaters' Trust was setup to

research splithing slate by artificial methods
and a prototype process was successful in

1983. A new quarru to be. operaled bg this Tfrust has
been recentu approved

Phyllochi Bentley) is arare fossil shell found only
where Collyweston slate occurs. known fo the
quarrymen as ‘water spider’ it was named after
John Flowers Bentley,a local fossil collector, whose
3 speciman {ossils are in Peterborough Museum.

A Walkers: Code

. Always keep to the path fo avoid trespass
If the path is obstrucled you are allowed to
seek a reasonable way round the obsfruction,
taking care Yo avoid causing damage. Please
report the obstruction to the H\g\'\wag
mu’fhorihﬁ.

2. Remember 1o close ga’(es behind you.

strawng stock can cause damage or spread
disease and carelessness may |ead fo
+l"0%€d5.

3 To avoid harm or distress Yo farm animals
ond wildlife it is best Yo leave doas af

home. If uou have to bring them thew
should be kept on a leash.

4. |f wour route Takes uou onto aroad keep
To §he right, facinq oncoming Yraffic
and use the verge if one exists.

5. Alwaus wear suitable clothing and foctwear
for the season and remember to allow

plenty of time fo complete uour
chosen walk.

6. Remember that every piece of land in
the countryside belongs to someone,
S0 please treat it with respect and

other walkers will be made welcome.

If you experience any ditficulfy on your walk such as
barbed wire, locked gqates or damaged stiles and
footbridges, please report them to :- |
Northamptonshire : Principal Rights of Waw Officer,
Area | Office, 73 London Road, keltering. Tel” 524100.

Combridaeshire: Deptof Property Rural Management
Section Shire Hall, Cambridge. Tel. 3174 45

Leicestershire:The Director. Dept. of Planning and
Transportation, Leicestershire County Council, County Hall,
Glenfield , LeicesTer. LE3 dRJ. .
Lincolnshire : Countruside Access Development Officer,
N.O.F S. Building, Newland , Lincoin. LNI |¥YL.
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The picturesqie warermill
which sfands by Duddingten
Bridge was ouilt in 1664.
Oriqinally if was @ *wo o
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considerably altered in
the 17+h and 19th
cenfuries. I+s present

/

less Tomantic use 1s
as an office.
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wWar Memorial-
St. Harlj's Church.
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Dudd'mg‘fon s an attractive Nnﬁhameronshire

villaae built of limestone and Collyweston
slcﬁé Lg‘ing wgih'm the EOCk'IﬂahorTi:ls ForesT - A

the local place-names remind us that it a

was originally reclaimed forest land. Over o

the uears |t "has been known as Dodintone, Gas Yalve
Compound Q

Dudintun and Dodungton.

The esfare was held oy non-residents
until 1843 when it was bought by
Nicholas Jackscn of Stamfoerd who later
buit +he Manor House. His property
consisted of farmnouses on fairly large
plots and most of the cottages were n
other hands.

L‘d"”;b. ot the crossroads of two of the
Counfies main frunk roads, Duddinqton
suffered the noise and pollution ot heavy
tfraffic until the early 1970's when a
byposs was built, Following on from

this the \illage was cleaned and renovated
by the Countly Councll. Two awards were won
n 1975, as a result of This work namel

the European Architectural Heritaqe Year
Aword and the Roual Institute of Chartered
Surveuors /Times Award for improvements.
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Based upon Ordnance Survew Maps with the sanction of
the Controller of H.M.5.0. Crown Copyright reserved.
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medieval origin and Crosses
the River Welland at the
point where it is joined by
the millstream Tailrace. Ht
‘ was repaired and widened
Litle iq 1919 and on the up stream
Q“W'd side there are four pointed
LO8 arches and two cutwoters.
0.

Uatil Yhe early

1970's this peaceful

. harrow bridge
. carried the

' heavy, traffic
of ﬂn% A4T
Trunk road.

The Church of S* Mary is built of limestone
rubble with {freestore dressings and has a low,
octagonal broach spire. The earliest survivin
parts, doting from the 12th Centuru, are +o b
found in thé Nave where there afe also traces
of medieval wall painfing. A major restoration
was carried out in Victorian +imes (1844)
when the chancel was added. The abnormal
position of The fower, south of the chancel,
'S probably due To the ground on the

south-west™ falling steeply to the River
Welland.



The 17 hectares of woodland Known
as Wotherpe Groves was turned into
a deer park bgehlun Lindon who

keli

-
l""-"::'_ i
e e

- = =— = footpaths on suggested walks 5

=i=—1=—i=—  Bridleways on augq]es’red walks b o & 3R was granfed a al Licence in 1229,
: g [1HTREIOG e 11, Vi 0 N
—a—Y=x— Byway on suggested walk e Tl I e — R0 SO o ’fﬁﬁiﬁddef 55 4 lorge
— — — —  Other {ootpaths . A 'm;ﬂtfl“ 2yl "r'““’“”' ‘i bank which has been destrouwed
a el All Saints - Easton. _ o 4»*%,:1,; Rt i B e In places by road werks and stone
The Church of All Saints Gr 'J?J‘L;.wp." s LHAPING To quartyng.
- - gl D Py Y “pever borough
: ned Churchuard and dales ¥

FB.)( FooTbridge from the I‘Ei#cen?yrg. thas an 7" Nogt
S w S\ anpmeﬁr embatted tower with tall piﬂﬂOC‘IES. E‘Gag
< : o F TIts mid 19+h Century GM. Holdich oraon has — Al =g e T2 ,

Viewpoin a corved Trc:cerg case and was criginally designedy ™ A7 Oy u A

could operate the ¥eys. - e /

————— Ct:uun"f% E:Guﬂdﬂr5 so that a barre
T, erish Boundar%

2y,
— ]/ WOTHORPE

. h)

Kol Public House Mj [ ] / CAMBRIDGESHIRE
Ch. Church .{h‘ “
?ﬁ) Sheep! Dogs on leads f}:\

O - —

RN
& W\
o .

W nn =
Dattrell Hill
PlantaTion Q

FPeter's Pond

(Conservation
v G

The Friest's douse was
once the rectory built 1o
high architectural
standards in the late
15th Century. The Two }
storey bulding has
always been TItS g
present s1ze and
must have been very
scant accommodation
for a priest and his
family. Affer being used as
a stable it was E‘:HEHE_.WEIS
restored in 1867 and 1S Now

a museum cwned by the
National Trust.

Wolthorpe Towers

wWothorpe Towers was built
eorly in the 1T+h Century for
Lord Burghleys eldest son,
Thomas Cecil, Earl of Exeter.
In close proximityto Burghley
House its main funchion was
as a refuqe for the Eorl
when the qreat house was
beinq epring cleaned. It
was alsce used for the
reception of visitors and 1he
Duke of Buckingham, with his

familu, lived there for some
4ears after the Restoration.

Collywestan Quarries s a Nafure
Reeerve leased +o the Northantsg
+ Wildlife Trust by Burghleuy Estates
and Easton-ondne-Hll Parish Council.
f Known locally as ‘The Deeps The
'~ quarruing of stone for roofing, building
/ and \imeé bulning, aoes back as far as

the I8th Cenfury dnd probably before.
Spoil heaps became covered Wwith
qrassland which was periodicaliy
arazed and now two hundrea species
of plants have been recorded on
this unimproved limesione diassland.

The goiden fiowers of Dyer's EASTON - ON-
Creenwood carpet t.e reserve in Sl E S
June and Julw and the Autumn Gentian

. {lowers latef in the uear. Seyeral /)
7 opecies of orchid and notable |ime ﬁ.&%
; e
e

The larae mansion with a
walled pork stocd on the
sife of ar ancient nunnery
attached to Crowlond Abbey
bat in the |1&th Century the
majyority of the bulding was
dismantied and used +& build
the sfables at Burghley House.
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keépefs Ludg e (Easton)

The picturesque
Jacobean Game keepers
house was buwlt
by the Marquess
u? Exefer. The
qoble bears the
nscriphion 1845
and a carvin
of the corone
of the Marquess.

;;;--.5:' 2 loving plonis are present along with
' ' kKnapweed Sroomrape and Dodder,
which are parasitic plants.

This rich flora attracts twenty-
four species of butfer{ly and
The reserve 15 scheduled as a Qo
5.5.9.1. (5ite of Special
Scienfific Taterest).
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Easton-cn-the- Hill is an ottrachive hill vitlage
w built of limesfone with Colluweston slate rodfs.
At least 40 of TS buildings are lisfed and a
variety, of dale stones Cun
be seeq,
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whrndmill
(disused)
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Memorial :

Easlon-on- Jrh'e - %

iy .- 37 St. Andrevi - Colluwesion

The church of St Andrew stends <surrounded
by Trees occupuing o promineal position in
the villaae. ITs tall perpendiculor west tower
is ashlar and the embattled parapet is fopped
by {our 22 feet high pinnacles. The clock s
récorded as being made by Thomas Roument
of Stamd{erd in 1779 ond pears this ddafe but
fraditicn says 1t is {rom the turret of the
FPalace Stables and was only repaired ot the
Turn of the 19+h Century,.

Clebe House - Easton.

Clebe House was built as o
rectory in the 18th Century
and at one time Captain <o

Situated in the wall on the North Boundary
of the Falace site is a large inTeresting I8th
century, sundial. Standing 13 feet high and 10
Skinner of the i Lufine feet wide it 15‘ t:Ter of [nj.me'.fu?ﬁ L 1;!1? form
K P Luly of an eliptical alcove. Due to the sranonar
lived there. The Lu‘hqe_ KE-\;"ED“ H: rf"lg“:ﬁ ﬂf‘:m & gﬁummn being missing b puinﬁn5 =
Bell 1s kKept af Llouyd's in === ., <hadow no longer falls on the curved arch
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O © T atl T AT _ '
3 Playing . N s | sl :
, Fii?d [ ) ';[\_ﬂuﬁ“yﬂ }*"E L

imporfant announcements-
especially the loss of a vessel. L/\—,
_
Cnllgw eston Falace or Mansion was, in 1486, the properiy of Lady Margaret
Bealfort, Counfess of Richmond and mother of King Henry VII. She enlarged
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and alfered the building ond also improved the pork ond gardens. Manu
prominent membere of rghe Roual Family visited the Falace during the
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H

r
If a4

g |

Collyweston Bridge. ; - -9y~ the new house was also demclished and then in 1873 the
The bridge crosses the River Welland L 1 pond ) Er:n-.:l:l CT{-‘ Eue’fer \evelled the ground ond converted it into
Paddocks.

and links Colluyweston with Ketfon. |+
nas medieval oriains but was
extensivelu rebuilf in 1620- cne of I11s
s5iX archef bears this date.
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