Local Snippets

Irchester is known for the remains of s
nearby Roman walled Town although
settlements dating {rom The Iron Aqe
have also been found oufside the walls.

The discovery of a ‘strafors’ aravesfone suggests
the Town may, have been an imporfant collection post
for horses reared in the area for the Roman
Army. In 1878 a small rectanqular temple
was uncovered and the torso of a nude
male figure, made {rom limestone, was
disCovered.

Tronstone quarruing, the realignment of the
A4S and-the building of the rallway hne
have all revealed relics of earlier centuries.
Potterw’ and coins, ranaing in date from
Claudius to Constantine | as well as, bowls
ond a Roman cemelery confaining between
300 and: 400 skelelons have been found.
Like most small towns there appears fo
be no sign of occupation later than the
5th century. The whole site is profected
as a Scheduled Ancient Monument.

The tall;slender broach sSpire of the Church
of St Kotherine dominates the Irchester
skuline. The local custom orusing different
coloured bonds of stone in bui]ding can
be seen in its tower, which has alternating,
courses of ironstone and limestone. The
Church dates mainly {rom the 13th Ceatury
fo the early 14+h Century but earlier work s
present. During restoration in 1889 a mural
painfing of the Doom was discovered
above the chancel arch. An alcove with

o chimney shaft, situated in the north
wall of the sanctury, was the oven for
baking communion %read.

A Walkers: Code

. Always keep to the path fo avoid frespass.
€ the path is obsfructed you are allowed o
seek a reasonable way round the obsfruction,
Yoking care To avoid causing damoge. Please
report the obstruction to the thwug
mu‘rharif&

2. Remember To close gales behind you.
strawng stock can cause domage or spread
disease and carelessness may lead to
"Fl'CquEda,

3 To avoid harm or distress Yo farm animals
and wildlife it is best o leave dogs af
home . If you hove to bring them they
should be kept on a leash.

4. If wour roufe Takes you onfo aroad keep
fo the right, facing oncoming tra {fic
and use the verge if one exists.

5. Alwous wear suitable ¢lathing and {oofwear
for the season and remember To allow
plenty of time to complete your
chosen walk.

6. Remember thal every piece of land in
fhe countryside belongs To someone,

50 please freatl it with respect and

other waolkers will be made welcome.

Tf uou experience anu difficultu on uour walk
E.tfc# 0% bﬂEbEd wire , loC edfgm'es-z.gj or Lé:lamaged
stiles angd footbridges, please” report them 14

the Principal Rights of Way OFE]CEG Area | Office,
73 London E‘aag, keﬁe.r?ngh Tel. SE4100

Your general comments on this leaflet and the
route “will be welcomed by the Director of Planning
ﬁﬁ;igggns,pﬁrmﬂcn, Norfhampton House, Northampion.

Compiled and drawn by Sue Payne
An "Out and About in Northamplonshire” Publication. (128%)
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The large mechanical digqers moved
vast amounts of earth and rocks to
uncover the ironstone leaving behind
them the ‘hill and dale' landsCape we
see today. This was progressively
planted with younag irees during The
quorr%ing opern+ion5.

Trchester Countru Park is on the site
of a former ironstone quarru.I+ was
known as Nembley Pit cecause the main
quarruing activitieés beaon in 1224 soon
WY, alrer the opening of Wembley Stadium.

The Coun“'l‘l:s F’ark,
opened in 1971, 1S ‘
owned and managed - 5
by Northamptonshire
County Council with
financial aid from the —T7V7/—/——

] oun’frnﬁside Commission.

The Country Park 15 rich in ﬂora

Along the SoOuthern edge of the park the and fauna and provides picnic

lastTquarry face remains and provides a

4 oplendid séction through a succession of rocks. and a Countruside Ranger Service.

IRCHESTER COUNTRY PARK —
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the Park is now used
for fencing,steps and barrier rails
1N the County Councils Countr

;, Other timber is sold as rustie poles,

fencing materials, mininq timber or {irewood.
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The name ‘Weilingborough 1S derived {rom

RBagsed upon Ordnance Survey Maps
“he fortified placé of Waendel's People’,

with +he sanction of the Controlier

The Embankment at Wellingborough,

of 1M.5.0. Crown Copuright Reservect F*'*“Q”a?-mi fﬁr il R g GFTTWC’ although the name changed from ‘Wendlingburgh
is ade ‘%h fu hp\ace To _1'nr$g,. wWhils to ifs present foerm in the 1600's after the Tewn
seafed under The Swaying Trees became famous for its woters which nad healing
1 D]':3 @) amongst the brightly coloured flower and remedial properties. The fowns wells
) | &= borders, one can seée the lone fisherman, . e - =
=== % : : 43 + are chawn an the Borough's coat of arms.
‘=50 B8 with swans patiently awciting a crus =
g ‘ﬁ | | charity ond the +raditional canal barges
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by J.B. Whitworth in 1866 = - T =, e i e e e 6
when his previous mill, af . I
Turvey, was destroyed by 1"3’,,,..,1""““ qgrfgf - e
e A (L.

tire. . i
Tcdug,'_\'he mill processes ' 3 L) ' . e T,

dried fruit, produces flour and . : -
P The *.-Jel\mgbomugh viaduct which carries

sachets of sugar which are used 3 = o S . ‘ ‘
in The catering \ndustry,. o e T R e the Midland™Line over ihe river valley was
A [ D ' - Site of Weserted opened in May I857 but not before it had
3 ® ' hamlet caused considerable problems {for the builders
Chester-on> of the last century.

Shortly after the initial building, programme
wos completed the pressure ffom the bank fo
ithe reor of the brickwork caused the abutments
and win;e to shide forwatd although, strangely,
2, - no bricks were displaced. As a result the <id
R arches had to be Taken down and rebuilt. One
can imagine the relief of the surveuor, Charles
Liddell and the engineer Jchn S. Crossley when

;he work was eventually completed.
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Since the 1960's changes inihe franspor) |
services hove returned it to ifs peaceful origqins. o |
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L —= I 1 Chester House, formerlu the seat of the Ekins family,
wWar Memarial, Little Tf‘fhﬂﬁ’fe"; Ch. Churen | | 1S all that remamns of ﬂr‘é homlet of Ches‘r@rﬂan-’rhe-\_du’i%r.
Inghe Eﬂrhjdonh C‘Eﬁ'\'u‘:q LitHe Trchester was - View pﬂiﬂ"’ b Tne}i-e 'S _?{C;."EE* +o the Cm:n‘fru\ F;a'rk -g;nd‘”ﬂ; b;fr{jle’lf ?Gmf:;mgmebd é{““?ﬂd%e medi%uq] bDIEriDd
a busu and important village having €as \ '. Coumtrn Park Access- S at Ldtle Irchester using the cle ) * 'me RFoka ad a censiderable
access to road, rail and iver *fﬂﬁEPt?'r’lﬂ’fiD . Sheep! Dogs on leads Lﬁrﬂe%Ir{;heefer. % ‘ronstene railwon mﬁ’[f%l,-l"f was opened \2-  Population, bul, by the e cenTury it wos deserled.
-_E on 8th Aeril 1988 and s {or pedestrians, \ Sy
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	24a
	24b
	24c

