Suggested Walks.
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Hall fo Scaldwell, continue to Old and then Cod ‘ ountrySlde
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- 6. Remember that every piece of land in the S35
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Railway. It served the Towns of Northampton and of Way Officer, West Office, Arnex House, London Road, Faxton
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Local Snippets

The name Lomport means Long Town.

The Isham fomily lived at Lamport from
1560, when John Tsham bought the manor,
until the death of the 12+h Baronet Sir.
Gyles Isham in 1976. The Hall was rebuilt
between 1654 and 1657 by John Webb
who was the son-in-law of Inigo Jones,
but since 11 has been altered and extended.
In Victorian Himes Sir. Charles Isham
imporfed possibly the {irst garden gnomes
info Britain from Germany to display in
his famous rock garden. The Isham
{c:wn]\%7 Chapel is in the nearby All Saints
Church.

Lamport Hall and grounds are open fo
the public for special events such as
musical concerts, craft foirs, antique
exhibitions country {airs and seminars.

Denys J.Watkine-Fitchford is +ive 20+h
centurys fomous son of Lamport. A
countruside writer of great sensitivity he
wrofe .under the nom-de-plume of ‘BB’
because he thought it easier to remember
than his real name. In 1938 his first fwo
books “The Sporfsmans Bedside Book”
and “Wild Lone” were published, illustrated
with scraperboard pictures bearing

his real name. Much of the action of
“Wild Lone” which is the story of a
Putchley fox, takes place in +he
vicinity of Lamport. 1985 saw the
onblication of “The Best of ‘BB An
Anthology™ o celebrate the authors
B01h blr%hdo%-

The village of Faxton no longer exists but +he
reasons for its final demise are, strangly enough,
chaked by the sheer amount of information available
as opposed Fo the more normat, lost in the mists
of ttme, aifuation!

Faxton has a complex and fascinating history with
records of the village in Nomina Villarum,local Poll Tax
papers and Tuthe Maps as well as eye witness accounts
by the likes of the historian, Bridges.

In 1086, 20 households existed and over +he {ollowing
centuries this fluctuated shightiy,reaching a peak of
103 residents in 1831, but a sfeady decline meant that by
1921 cnly 37 villagers remained and 46 years +heredtter
the village was completely empTy.

At its height the village had accrued all the usual
rural charms of the fime€s lncluding Amshouses, Crofts,
fishponds as well as a Green and & Manor House.
The Manor House waszs thouaht To have been built
by the Nicolls family who bought the Maner of Faxton in
I60© and held it untii the eariy 18th Century.

A sirance tale surrounds the demise of Augustine
Nicolls.,

A crcuit Judge, Augustine was presiding over a
murder trial ot keadai,in the Lake District, in
LG, when relatives of the accused who did not
like the wau, thinas were shaping up for ther
kin, decided to poison the Judge in the mistaken
belief it would help their cause and save the
culprit from the rope.

The Manor House was taken Qver buw the
Danvers and Rainsfords of Rrixworth yust
afier ¥he turn of the (8t Centurwy and thence
onto the Tshams, who having a capdcious
residence of +their own, had™it demolished.

The Church cf St. Denis once occupied the
south- west corner of the old Villaage Green
ond was mainiu of 2th Century origun atthough
some I12+h Cenfury stonework existed,

Falling info increasing disrepair it was fnally
pulled down in 1958 although o stone still
marks the position of the altar

Remngnts of its existance comprising the
ont, plate and monuments are still t© be
ound in the kettering, Lamport and the
Victoria ahd Albert Museums.

Prior to the final desiruchon of the village in

1967 three seasons of excavations were carried

cut within Faxton and its environs and it 1s these

that have provided +the surviving artefacts.

The bulldozer then moved in and this histonical
site was {?nallg ploughed the last signs of
habitation beind obliterated apart from “the
Church alrar stone,

Scaldwell means ‘shallow welling out of
wafer! There were once many wells in the
area of the village , one of which was a
healing well.

The cenfrepiece of the enchanting village
green is an old pump sef ina blue-brick
pump housing which bears tablets showing
when restoration fook place. Once fed by a
local pond the pump was used o filla series
of horse Troughs but none of these have

survived.
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Manw years ago Old had a cricket feam of
tremendous repute that found local village
elevens such easy meat that they Took on
the best of Rothwell and Besborough town

Teams combined.

Their form and abilities continued to improve 1o
such an extent that a challenge was iszued
To the Northampton County team , a challenge
that was accepted.

Old's eleven set off o Northampton in a
Cortiers CarT, not the best means of transport

o arrive full of life ready for a game of
cTic keft!

Despite this the Old team members aquitted
themselves well, bowling cut the County for

159 runs but Qid themselves only achieved
I a loosing margin of 48.

By great misforfune the 100 ueor old plus score
book was destroued by damp and the fine detals
of this glorious chapter of cricketing history
have been lost forever.



Faxton. In sotitary isc ation amidst

P = s &
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Shortwood House - The cerifrepiece of this unusual
cuilding ie a 2 stereued nawking Tower, circa 1720,
which was used “or Fne sport as well as Training

o\ S e == Q pirds To attack their prey. The {front upper
\\t)“\ lml 4 =t o window & surrounded cy what 1s oelieved
AR\ v{\(’/"} 25 Q To b€ a chimneypiece from Pyfchley Hall.
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The former Larpert Svamion and Sinnal Box C%

stard Lo +te side of +he Nerthampemon e Market Bullock Close 3

Harber21ae Foad Tnese are now *he snlyfesTament Spinney -8

*o ~re ofce busy "ail hine that carried local <I0ld Station

4

freiar ard passenger fraffic. The O'd Station
wsuse is now the readquarters of +he
Bramp*or vallew vay Ranger Service.

villoge sfands e Juuilee
Tree; a handsomé€
mature Lime planted
in |887 "¢ commemorale
the Golden Jukbiiee of

Tre narrle* o+ Haraing ~ougricn Queen Victeria.

13 called §rom the Jeclm[ng N,
cituation of e rouses an the B/
€ ¢f the hill! Its long gune X,
Chapel and Hall were déserted X
in 1GE2 oy the Mentaque =)

farmily on account of rhe
clagde, which was brought
by ServanTs {rom Lenddn.
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= St. Andrews Church, Oid, dates back
g o the late 13th Cerfury although 1T was
% extensively restcred i 1874 -5. Medie.al

= fraqments of stained glass are *o_be

found ina south aisle window. The
tower houses five cells and the
sldest medieval bell, 1S inscribed
in Latin o the Angel Gapriel.
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—I=1=i= gridlewaus on suggested walks
—A=Y=A—  Buyways on suggested walks
== == Other Rights of Way

8. Stile At cne time steam frains laden
P A X/ / eth ironcre could oe seen chuaaing The Church of St.Peter and 1. Faul
G GaTe $ goross +h§ courtryside ﬁrcr& the stands on a millside which rises
¥ eg) Harairg Hougrfen and Scaldwe . steegly £rom The picturesque
.l Kissing Gafe & ifongtone quarTies to 0in the main Village Green. I+ has an inbTressed
SFe S\gnpos\' @ %omf\or._anR North Western Qollwcx' . Norman west Tower topped with
2 0 n Aerial Repeway, some two mlés innacles . Additions and alferations

FBll FOOﬂD"ldae oy long, also cperated from Scaldwell Fave acne on throughcut 1re
PH. Public House to fhe mainline carrying buckets centuries put +he main restorafion
ch h filled with ironcre 10 25 hundred ook place in 1863,
e Churc weight copacity in the churchuard is the rase of
= Sheep! Doas on leads The”engines and equipment of the an old freaching Cross.

; . irencre” industry have long gqone
4 Viewpoint o\:ad are now cnly remembered by
® Cor Park the pecpie who Tived and worked

alongside \fs bustle and noise.
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