Local Snippets

The canal at Stoke Bruéme was built under

an Act of Parliament of 1793 as the Grand
Junction Canal 4o shorten, by about 60
miles, the route {rom the Midlands fo
London. Freviously, traffic used the narrow,

windingq Oxford Canal and River Thames.

When the canal was built Stoke Bruerne's

village sireet had o be diverted {rom
its old line along what 1s now. Chapel

Lane ond re-routed over the then new
canal bridge below top lock.

The opening of the Blisworth Tunnel, in 1805,
completed the link making it possible to
travel throughout the inland waterway

- sustem.

The Grand Union Canal was formed
between 1929 and 1932 by the Gmalgomo’rion
of nine separate canals. -

atoke Bruerne's canal museum provides a
qlimpse of the colourful life of yesteryears

canal people and their traditions. Inside is
a reconstruction of the cabin of a “butty-boat

ond many examples of the local roses and
castles painting. Outside, exhibited in the
boal weighing machine is L.M.S. No.53,a
fupe of open boat from the Birmingham
and Wolverhampton area. Boat trips are
also available up fo the Blisworth
Tunnel. The Museum shop has an
extensive range of books and leatlets.

Opening hours are 10a.m. to 6p.m. daily during
Summer Season and 10a.m. To 4p.m., Tuesday
To Sunday in the Winter Season.

A Walkers:
Code

|. Always keep to the path to avoid frespass.
i theé path is obetructed uou are allowed to seek
a reasonable way round the obsiruction, Taking
care 1o avoid causing damage. Please report
the obsfruction to the highway authority.

2. Remember 10 close gates behind you. Straying
etock can cause damaage or spread disease
and carelessness may lead o fraqedy.

3 To avoid harm or distress 1o farm animals
and wildiife it is best Yo leave dogs at home.
¥ uou have to bring them they should be
kept on a leash.

4 If uour route takes you onto a road keep To
the right, facing oncoming Traffic and use
the verge if one exists.

5. Always wear suitable clothing ond footwear for
+he season and remember To allow plenty of
time o complete your chosen walk. -

¢ Remember that eyery piece of land in The
couniry belongs fTo Someone, so please
Treat it with réspect so that other walkers

will be made welcome.

7 Remember that Scheduled Ancient Monuments
are protected by law in order to ensure their
survival, Please respect them and other
archaeological sites.

8 Toke extra core near locks and don't be tempted
Yo assist boal crews uniess you are certain
of what to do. Remember, bécause boats
cannot stop immediately if someone falls info
the water,the risk of injury is gredt.

if uou experience any difficulty on your walk such as

parbed wire, locked gates or damaged stiles and
footbridges, please r%
of Wauy gFﬁcer, wWest Office, Arnex House, London Rdad,
Daventty . Tel. Daveniry 70©081. ‘ |

For information_and matters relating to the Canal

and Towpath: The Waterway Manager, The Stop House,

Braunston, Northants, Tel.” Braunston, 0788
8906066.

Drawn and compiled by Sue Payne. 1941.
Countruside Walks Leaflet No. 3.
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Although 19/4 milesS long the Tunnel S
perfectly straight, ond wide enough for
boots 10 pass, a tributfe to the engineers
Jessop and Barnes. Opened atter some
nifial problems in 1805 1t was exfensivel_g
modified by the additicn of arshafts in 1871.
The reason for this was the change from
leqqing boafs through to the use of steam

\ ‘ N W tuas which caused fatalities due To
\ \o’ \ Tunnel N asphyxiation, The original form of
L ‘ Airshatts ~— +the Tunnel distorted over a period of
Tunnel \ time and the cenfral | OO0 metres were
EnTrance «a) o re-lined with concrete sections in 1984,
Course cf the =
Blisworth Hill -%0
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From the 1840's to 1920

a Brickworks provided m- TN
local building materials and f  Disused m. 2 &
was served by a busy Brickworks v
wharf on the Brickworks . g

Arm leading off the o -4

Grand Union Canal. o

Its site is now a Nature LR

Reserve which can be i

seen from the Towpath.

The bridge probably dates from 1835
when this stretch of canal was widened
and had double locks buillt t0
speed the f{low of +ra{fic.
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River Tove

Just below Bottom Lock the River Tove enters
the waterwaus sustem. In times of surplus
water the excess {lows away over wers

which can be seen on the east bank ‘9‘
stepped over by low arched brick bridges
supporting the Towpath. ,
A naviqable connecting arm of the E ly
River Tove provides moorings nowadays « “ {7 \
and in latTerdays was used for * "\
loading hay and sfraw horse fodder
for London.
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Bottom Lock, Pump House and Footbridae.

The Huseum s located in an old cornmill
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Tunnel Enfrance
Stoke Bruerne.

and is a result of the initiative of

lack James who was a lock keeper
and boatman. He realized that despite

the decline of commercial carriers

public interest in the waterwaus system
was on the increase. He builf up a
collection of arTefacts which he would
show fo the visiters to give them Q
alimpse of the canal peoples Tradition
and lifestule that was fast
disappearing .

The \dea was developed and addea
to resulting in the present museum
which was opened In 1963,
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There 15 a flight of seven locks
al Stoke Bruerne and each contains
roughly 56,000 gallons of water.
When a boat passes through the

sustem the complete contents of
one lock 1S losT To the Iower

levels and for this reason a
pump by Bottom Lock refurns the
water to the top in times of
drought. This prevents problems
associated with low water above

The locks. The pump outlef can
be seen by The museum.



On the other side of the canal from the museum

Based upon Ordnance Survey Maps stande The Boat Inn which has withessed and

with the sanction of the Confroller of ® 5 reflected the changes in the waterwaus *raffic. — = _
HM.S.0, Crown coparngh'l' reserved. = - Owned for the past 100 years or SO by the Woodward ; =77
"2 family, it was at one +ime, a butchers as well as a ‘ 1A
2 N P -\.\_r'_r{_,_ ¢ A dispenser of alcoholic beverages o the tThirsty
él" o "E‘g—q‘ o, o _.r/- ";.: boaT men. | .
& el o b - Once the family also owned their
e 0/ ey % ;,’.r’ Blisworth own canal craff and part of t+he
&8/ Tle et 2 7 Tunne| — s buildings were given over to strables
"’G;,, / % =L \\ for the canal boat horses.
G"?,.; 3 / M ey W o Now the business caters for the
N, / Bottermilk W% pleasure visitor with a fea room and
Tunnel Entrance tall Faren LS restaurant adjoining the pub. s
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Five uears before the
Gpenﬁwg of the Blisworth / gf’g?ﬁ‘gﬂ 5\\\
Tunnel a primifive horse " pol PS\
drawn railway was butlt " <o
Yo transport goods between |/ 2% = 5e
the Two C-:Jmpit"TEd ' ’ - \ (CII.EUEEd) Qo
sections of canal. When, Shska Plota N

\n 18‘?5‘, the EHT;.?' was [ Lodqe ,r:‘é \

\na ene 1S _
Eﬂﬂwé Oﬁashdisprmaﬂ?e% ', \‘ Remains of
It wWas _NCIT'I amplonshnire ) S_h:.ke .
first ralway. /\\ £ CTere%;zT:IeMlgr?;ﬂ‘ on¥ Rrierne Ei??:‘;: gf‘idge.

Tin A\ =
Olney Junction Railway.
\‘ She‘d (Bonc?nu Lv.'nec)i. ooilwa 3
: e
\ Remains o Wide double hedge

and grass +rack .
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By Blackamiths Green
footoath passes befween
‘Danum House' and

‘The Cotta 3&3
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The ‘Naviaation® was
once a Public House.
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Disused
Brickworks
(1844-1920) &
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O Stoke Park &
Wood

The Manasﬁerg - Shutlanger.

Line of old poplar trees
marks former drive 1o
Stoke Park House.

The origin of this unusual \’\.,
building 1's far from certain as
W has undergone many changes
and alterations. It 1s unhkely

that it was ever a monasterq,. stoke B ¥
FPark AN
Old gravel Farm

The oldest part of the present building is Site
|

the large thirfeenth century porch facing the
footpath which contains an enclosed sftone

spiral stawrcase.
~
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| N4 mile 4
. Stoke fPark ,J ﬁ,ﬂ:
Pavilions A o Mo <) v
Ke W N7 i Q 1*\\.‘(./(.;_,
o i, Footpaths on suggested walks )%, 1z,
- e ] e e Bridieways on sugqesfed walks
ﬂﬁ‘f [ rr
o e Other footpaths - 2
e e e e : 51-. Mﬂr 'S ChuFCh, aTﬁke BFUEFOE,
C?nal Towpa‘l'h X ?iilk Es& o stands ©n a hill overlooking the canal.
DUF; = Signpost 3% stoke Park House was built by The fower has a Norman base with
Stile Sir Francis Crane 1n 1629-3% and upper parfs which date from 13+h
. : was flanked by Two limesfone century. I¥ was used by Engineers
F.B.][ Foa‘\'bndge m G L. and ronstone pavilions linked as a marker fo ensure the true
Gate ‘ \ by colonnades.They are excellent ine of the Blisworth Tunnel.
1. -"; EKGmP‘E5 DF the WOT K DF Iﬁl%ﬂ The marble \-_'\'CIT Memorial in HﬁE
<X V|'ewp0|'n1' A Jones. The oriainal house was churchuord is unusual because s
Ay destroued bu c#ﬁre 1886G. The bears o woman's name. Sister
® Car Park e ornate dacobean replacement house Elgie Bull, the daughter of t+he
Ch Church X has alsc been demolished. . coachman ot Stoke Park, who wore
I R The pavilions are open to The public herself out nursing the victims
%:3 Sheep: Dogs on leads » on Saturday and Sunday agternoons of the First World War.

P.H Public House in July and Auaust.
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