Local Snippets

Thrapston is a pre- Christian name and
1S derived from an early personal name,
Draefstestun meaning the farm of Draefsf.
It was known as Thrapestone in 1086
and Strapetona in 1130

Thrapsion was a small agricultural based
communify whose status as a market Town
was secured in 1205 by Baldwin Oe Vere.
te prosperify was du€ to itz sifuationat
a narrow crossing point on the Rver Nene
which is now spanned by the Nine Arches
Bridge. The town was almost rebuilt in
the 19+h Cenfury with red brick buildings

although a few older houses do remain.

Halfway, between Thrapston and Aldwincle
the extraction of gravel,this century,
revealed the remains of the Reman Timber
bridge which carried the Gartree Road from
Godmanchester to Leicester over the River
Nene. The wooden framework which supported
the metalled road surface was well preserved
in the river bed.

The Corn Exchange was built in 1850, seating
400 people; it was also licensed for stage
plaus and public enterfainment. Above its
columned entrance are two distinctive S\gNs,one a
wooden horse-drawn pleugh, the other a sheaf of
corn carved in limestone. Since 1900 the exchange
hos belonged 1o a family tusiness of Auclioneers
and Esfate Agents,

Since 1857, the largest employer in Thrapston
has been Smith and Grace Ld. Formerly, known
as the Nene Tronside Works thew, gained
Infernational fame for their ‘Split Pulleus and

V' drive belts. Nathaniel Smith invented the
Selit Pulley and his pariner is said to have been
related o the crickefer W.G.Grace.

A Walkers
Code:

. Alwaus keep to the path fo avaid trespass.
If the palh s obstructed you are allowed to seek
Q reasonable way round the obslruction, Taking
care to avoid causing dnrrluge- Please report the
obstrucrion Yo the Rahway authority,

-Remember to close gates behind you. Straying
slock Con Cause damaqe or spreéad disease
and carelessness may léad To tragedy,

N\

3. To avoid harm or disiress to farm ammals
and wildlife it 1s best To leave dogs at home.
If you have 1o bring them they should be
kept on a leash.

4 1+ your roufe fakes you onto a road keep to
the” rignT, facing oncoming traffic and use
the vérge if ong exists.

5. Alwaus wear suitable clothing and fostwear
for the season and remember 1o allow plenty
Ot time To complefe uour Chosen walk.

6. Remember that every piece of land in +he
counfryside belongs to someone, so please
treat it with regspect and other walkers will
be made welcome.

7. Remember that 3cheduled Ancient Monuments
are protected by law 1n order To ensure their
survival, Please regpect them and other
archaeological sites.

£ you experience anuy difficulty on your walk such
as bﬂljbEdPWil'el \ockedg‘g_a‘fes or dl'gma %d_ stiles and
footbridaes please report them to the Principal Rights
of Wau Officer, East Office, 73 London Road,
kettering. Tel 524100.

Your general comments on this |leaflet and the
routes will be welcomed by the Director of
Planninag and Transportation, Northampton House,
NorthampTon. NN\ 2HZ .

Drawn ond compiled by Sue fPaune. 1990.

Countryside Walks Leaflet No. 29,

Northamptonshire Countryside Services
IS @ branch of Northamptonshire
Planning and Transportation Department

:"'.II]1|"||II ll.'-.I II'}.‘ lln‘

Countryside

—
Countryside
Walks

Thrapston

" #.I"“.hl

st.Nicholas Church, Tslip.
o Northamptonshire
Cllf”lh‘yﬁfdt’ Services




Thrapston Gravel Pits
Cravel extraction {irst began at Thrapston in 1926
and recently the accelerated demand has resulted
n pits of various size stretching {rom Thrapston
Yo Aldwincle, All these pite are flooded and hoth
the River Nene and Harpers Brook wind through
the complex. Excellent leisure and recreational
tocilities such as sailing, fishing, comping and
caravanning can now be enyoyed. A} the centre
of the complex is the Titchmarsh Nature Reserve
which (s a naturaliste paradise. o~

Herons usually nest in traditional colones in
fall trees. In flight the neck is drawn back if
an 'S’ position and the legs trail behind. Nests
are made of twigs and sticks, lined with animal
hair and {"ealrhera._Thes are added o each year
and eventually become too large and fall to
the around. Some neste may weigh 25 kilo's
ond approach |-25 metfres in diometer. Herons
feed on {ish {rogs,voles and eels. Indigestible
maifer is reguraitated as pellets,
T The disturbance of larae young,
TITCHMARSH NATURE RESERVE %}%ﬂ jq5+ before 'ﬁveg become competent
vover peserve Boundara o FONGEWSCS g Titchmarsh Nature Reserve is manaaed by the fhers can result in them being
S \R@ o/, Northants Wildlife Trust and was officially frightened away, from the nesf
opened on 29th June, 1987 with financial help {rom and penshing from starvation.
Barclagmrcl and the World Wildlife Fund. In Human disturbance also causes
Spring and Autumn migrating waterfow! and waders the nests to be exposed +o
find food and refuge there whilst the common oredators.
tern, ringed plover, little ringed plover and oystercofcher  Despite these problems the
are amongst the reqular breeding birds. Some 138  oldest known ringed heron wag
species :% bird , 21 species of buﬁerﬁg and |0 24 years Tmonths.
species of dragently have been recorded on the

The wood at Titchmarsh Nafure Reserve is a thriving

heronry and an $.5.5.1. (Site of Special Scientific Tnferesh)
Formerlw, o duck decagﬁconsjrmc‘red for Lord Lilford,in 1885,
it was frianqular in shape with three pipes and
Surrounded b&\ - "&Tm:iu drainage df‘|‘ch. The arms ave
NOW on_]g_\) yust rec:c:a%nismble and the pond is overgrown. doa was Jrained o run away {rom +he pondj
Most of the frees are alder but there are also . alonaside. one of the pipes.The ducks duly
willows ond Scofs pine. The R2.PB. (Royal Society for Duck decoy (1885) followed to finish up trapped and bound
the Protection of Birds) film "Big Bill, the Heron" was for the Squires table.

made at This hevonry in 1272. A case of curiosity killed the ducks|

; !
=t Lo |
L

A duck decoy was used SUPpPIY the ola
Counfr’% houses with their waterfowl. Using
the natural c:urioef‘l'g of the birde o fox-like




! ? . . . i O
There 15 evidence of ron working at Telip in Koman Times % | - _
ond also for brief periods thereafter bur r"zlcﬁfit.relg large scale ‘ ;hc‘i-’- jm?Dﬁéﬂg_Churﬂﬁhﬂg All Saints,
eroduction did net start until 187 when Charles Plevins foermed 2 \) - Aldwincle GI‘"‘I"IISGT&’?_ e skuline ancdl
the Islip Iron Company. The four blast furnaces were sifuated \< Tt 15_1’1?\«{ disused but s still well
on the _IPTGP'S.'I'{EH to kéttering road about one mile from Tslip. manTained.
M the zenith of Their preddction 80,000 fo 100,000 Tons of
nig ron were produced per year. The company was servecl b‘?s
the Midland roilwaw Ketteringto Cambkridge line and also had i
own rail link with The Londdn North Westgrn line at Thrapston,

After most of the shallow ore had been removed, underground
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The stepping sfones af Titchmarsh
Nafure Reserve span the overfiow
channel from the lake and in
periods of heavy rain and flood
- 'aﬁcult +o Cross.
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. " The dismantled Northampton
57 4o Peterborough railway lin€ \S
now used as Thrapston
Town Walk.The wide verges
along the track are o

e /i-anaven fof butterfiies, AV
/F.8. % dragonflies and many .o/ s
" -c’rher insects. O

over the surface werking, platform and pig bay To shigld the 3l0re
until closure in 194Z2.
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wheel and the more powerful breast wheel. l‘ NATURE
were also trapped and Transported o
Tn 1950 1t was converfed o electricity. Bu {
scale milling

mines were opened. Ouring the war corrugafed roofina was erected
from German aircroft, In 1930 the company was Taken over v
Srewarts and Llouds of Corby and a gradualrun down occurred
TIslip Mill nestles in a
; : S
by the River Nene in close G ik i
proximity to Thrapston S/t
'I = = : . *-"‘

In the mid 18B0's it had - ' f’:: 7 Y - ' P ,.-f'#—":?r ; ,TlTCHMhE'ﬁH\ ; /’ when on the Nature Keserve
two water wheels, an undersho A . yorineti - dogs on leads and do not
N T o e, o .. T, Ry Xy [RAKES | enfer the heronry.
used in Times of high and low water. Eels yAH L
London. To increase production the mill was Lo ~
modernised in 1a23)24 ond again in 1046|417
1960, like many small mills it ceased proddchon o
due to competition from mporfs ond large /]

. , =
A diary, of events ranging, from world wide '
importance To the pulling out o hedﬂes wWas ;‘

recorded on the wooden lining of the elevator K
shaft by W.P. Sta(ford who worked at the )
e ™

mil from 1926 1o 1960.

The name Islip 1S thought ~ y
1;?: '(Eeclﬂ either “slippery hill
£ the uoung men of warriors”
or "SHESF:EFE? cank of the 1sé | e t?
rver’ ""- ZELINOR
- TROUT
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I<slip Church.

the Perpendicular style, has
a graceful spire and stands
in an elevated position :
above the village of Ishp. o
Tt has an interesting Y
ornate west tower, a hm
chancel screen of carved /¥~
oak and contains a -
monument to Dame qu‘,g
Washington, wife of Si
Achn Washingron of
Thrapston. The replica /3

prasses on the ! i
chancel floor are the 2 5
work of the Kev.

st Nichelas Church,which is of / .
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<t James.
“Thrapston —

The Parish Church of 1. James kgﬂJrlp s
tall spire is one of the oldest buildings
in ThrapsTon,dafing from the 13th Century.
The cak panelling found the sanciuary,
and north wall 78 a memcrial o +he
dead of the First World Wor. Members
‘ of the American Air Force kased ar
i (gl aboo T Chelveston presented new pPews
the author of o€ B==z e AYWR fe b el o | '\© in 1958, A srone tablet 1o
G(ﬂl::'es Smt;du?es dorks ot Y 70 ' ) Sir John WashingTon bearing stars
pooKS on brasses.
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. ey By \ and stripes and an eagle figurehead
B e T . \can be seen in the wesf end of the
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SR ) . _ it John Washington lived ot Montague
(s | AN 2D House, Chanc er% Lane and was the greaf,
Sl e G / _ - : reat, areat uncle of the first Amenican
S % : . esident, Geormge Washingfon. The srars
o | | - e Q and stripes from the family coal of arms
- are supposed to have formed part of the
| Americon flag. Sir Jchn,who was_Knighted
Y Rl .. - . m bu Charles 110 1623, was married to
T L | <o | N\l?::r Curtis of Tslip, who died as a

) g : s | | result of the birth of their third chile

Y ki Ry W /SR e P % 2 and was buried at Islip Church.
_ | Phim ' - Sir John Washinaton died 1n 1668

2 EL o . : out his Yfomb &t Thrapston Church
T S L _ has not peen preserved.
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2 e = | Trrapston Bridge
g o o o { [N ol S E]! The Nine Arches bridge dates {rom medieval

i

tmes and over the cenfuries has been widened,
| repaired and virfually rebuilt. At one timein its
_———=— chequered hisfery o %ﬂ“ was charaed for wagaons
To Hun'f'rﬂadgn and livestock whilst soldiers and ¢hurch goers
o — . enjoued free passaqe. The bridge 15 NowW
______ ' &2 : ‘ | sumect To The pressures of continual heavy
. YA N “ d |0 B fraffic, a far cry, from the days of horse -

3 | | .. drawn carriages.
Faﬁﬁ:ﬁhs on 5u5%€5j7€d walks. S Shle
Bridleways on suqgested walks. G Cate
Buwaus on sugqested walks. £8.)( Footbridge

Other {-_00+pa+h5_ S.P Ewi%npcasf
Porish E:oundcnrg. PH. Public House

Sheep! Doas on leads Ch. Church

a,'fewpminlr g miile

Thrapsion Castle -some
earthworks still survive- -
several houses stand
on+the castle mound
alona Chancery Lane.

RBased upon Ordnance Survey Maps with
+he sanction of the controller ©f H.M.5.0.
Crown Copuright Reservea.,
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