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the village was recorded in the Domesday
HBook (lO%sz HD.) as TWO Manors . one WiTh
a population ot 12 bt gden then the
other was laid waste. Sulons torish
Chureh was dedicated Yo St BoTelpr and
%’TO ocd i a meaclow known as G [fj’-}(ﬁ’(;l(;; P,
Ffool. It had o<t 11 (uve \Qﬂ;& f‘.‘::e{?@r“&
V451 and was < f;.j"‘flrr‘ﬁpie*'@ltg . @ﬁ_’—?fr(_‘;}ibeajl et
the dis=oiution.

The village probabiy disappedared
petween 277 and 1428 ond was replaced
by the scatteved farmsteads that can e
ceen toduuw

1he iﬁp‘ﬁ'{i LS 1 QA gOOd stale Gf prQEGTVG‘TlOﬂ}
and can be deari}j dentitiod whilst walking
the footpath lawng diaaonally across 1t

The hisfory of Sulby Abbey began in Welford
in 1155 when William de Wideville gave
the Welford Church plus nine carucates
of land ot Sulbu to a house of
Premonstratensian Canons. Following the
arant of a manor and church at Sulbw
+he Abbeu also moved to that parish.
Edward 1l sTaved at Sulby Abbey on a
number of occasions. In 1538 the
Abbey was dissolved and 1n 1967 the
land was acquired by Sir Christopher
Hatton, of Holdenbry, who was Chancellor
fo Queen Elizabetn 1.

A Ciyi) War grove lies i Sulby Farish
and s ‘ir}"‘f{:ut,zg?r'?" +o be conaected with
the 1645 Battle of Noselby when casuaities
weie buried o the feld of battle.

| Alwous keep o +he P&’fh to tivord trespaoass
(F the path 15 ObsTructed vou are allowed to seek
a reascnable way round the obstruction Taking
core to ovoid caus:ig damage.Please réeport
+he obstruchon to the nighwaus G Fhotytd
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| 2. Remember 1o close qates behind you. STraying
| stock can Ccause damaage or spread diseasé
and Carelessness may lead 1o tragedy.
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To avoid harm or distress to farm animalg
and witdhife TS best 1o jeave dogs at home.
I you have to bring them they Should be
kepr on a leash.

e ey ool .

|4 If vour route fakes you onto o road keep 1o
the Tight, f-acmg ONCOmMing Tratfic and use

the verge 1f one exists

5 Alwous wear suitable ciothing and footwear for
the ¢Zason and remembper Yo alliow plenty of
e To complete your chosen walk. |

6. Remember that everu mece of land 10 the |
country belongs to someong, so please trear it
with r&spect €0 that other walkers will be
Mmadg welcome . |

7 Remember that Scheduled Ancient Monuments
are protected py law in order To ensure ,
their survival . Pleose respect +hem and
other archaeoclogical sites. |

& Take extra care near locks and don't be tempted

to assist boal crews unless you are cerlawn
of what 7o do. Remember because hoats
cannot sTop immediateln 1§ someone {alls
(nto The water, the risk of injury 15 great
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\f you experience any difficulty on your walk such as =
bharbed wire, locked qales or damaged stiles and -
footbridges , please report +them 1o the Principal

Rights of Way Officer, West Office, Arnex House,

London Road, Daventruy. Tel. Daventry 706081,

For mFormaTion ond matters relating To the Canal
and Towpath : The Water wauy Manager, The Stop House
Braunston Northanls. Tel. Braunston 0788 840c66.

Drawn and compiled by Sue Paune (1992)
Countruside Walks Leaflet No. 26
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Weltord was an ectotlished wettiement well
betorg the Domesc ay Book (1C8& A.0) when
't was known az Wellesford. This nome
meaning "Ford by the sprina or stream.

Settiement remairs suggea’f that Wel(ord WaSs
criainally planned and consisted of three
paraitel streets, The present West Street with
Ts Church and Manor House was probably
The main sfreet.
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lhe ~ite ot~ previcus Manor House 1S
beleved to lie on Weet Street also but g
NOW Uealer a {“r'"':i;}dE‘i'f'} \’"ﬂUSfﬁg} CJE"«JQ‘OPmQﬁﬁ
[te hictory lies in the mists of villaae
folklore buf, the 1848 Tithe Map does
show an area on this location as Hall Field
indicoting i\ts attachment to a larae rouse

A rectanaular fishpond , with a central island
ies To the north-west of the allotment
gordens. It was fed by water from the nearby
stream. Its ornigin i unknown.

J

Welford koad = described s the London
Waue'on Speeds map of 1610, an wmperiant
route o Lordon and Lewcester L(ﬁmg hql(wag
between Northamplon and Lewe~Ter weltord
becamre an waporioct restina place for sTaqe
coaches Naving seven 1ans of Coaching
Houw.€ ©. alonq the present Hiqr Slreet.

An ancient Tunnel 1s reputed fo have yoined the
now lost Sulby Abbey fo Welford Church, its
Chopel of Ease. s said that sirange sounds
can be heard in the fields along its route.
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diacenic red in the fields ar Welford n
962 . known as the Weltord ¢hahce i+
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wWelford Arm LocKk

Sulby and Welford Reservairs.

Water supplies for the canal sustem were
always desperately needed sc reservoirs
ot Nasebu, Sulby and We lford were
conslructed. |

When the Sulbw Keservoir was nearing
completion a sudden thaw burst the banks
causing the River Avon To over flow and
subsequently flood the Stonford area
kilhng Two people. However, the completion
of the Welford Arm in early 1815 also

saw The openina of Sulbu Keservor.

welford Are
At +he end of the Weltor ! Arm cf the
Graad Umon Canal s the Canal Whm’{:
which adyoing the Whar{ Tnn. Thig
casTillated bUiEdﬂ"}% once named the Ger:rﬂa;
Hote! was well known arorast Canal Folk.
1n the Neat tl Maruaia b e EY'fj'?"ii.d.tx Ll (T ) ‘ :
e rond Boate ore saeted 6 nell rows. Sulby or more commonlu Welford Reservor
The conal and fowpath havwe abutidant The Canal Companus supervisor on this
wildlife and the scene 1& one of project was paid £70 per annum, plus
peace arndl franguility, 120 for horse (od_der and the use of a

' - company house. His property, however,
proved to be so damp he was permtted
o live 1n Welford and receved £20 per
annum n heuw of The house
The reservoirs todaw are on analers
paradise. They have many specesof flora
and fauna as well as awving pleasant
views over the surroundmg COUQ‘TrtiS\th
from the central dam which carries the

footpath.

Another reservoir was Then constructed
helow this in 1837 and known as New

It e difficult To imaaing that in 1870 this
ar e wWos ¢ Choked with veeed T wae
unnaviagbkle and the wind ng heles unusable.
f-\“ﬁ“nough a waler chanmnel was maintained
even Y ore lock fell derelict, but

{ Er;l.ui%f;:x"’(’zci"é wa, restered ba:B br heh
Waterwauns 1in 1969

the Arm was built oy The Corial Co M Qg
n obcut 1813 og a novigable feeder to
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WaOS NEVET Nedvy.
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welferd Church

Welfoerd Church 1 dedicated *o
Si.Mary, and was a Chage |l of
Ease of the nearkiy Sulbu Abbey.
* Centains a particularininteresting
south arcade which is Eariy
Enalish with circular and
ccTaqona) giers, The west Tewer
s Perpendcular. A Calvary

kg) cof aram®e ond bronze stands

liews of _
Stanford Reserioir W
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