Ringstead

Rinastead means Tircular place’ and the shape
of the porish suqgests it wos once port

of Kaunds parish.

Gravel extraction ot Kinewell Lake revealed
on iron age huf circle some 10 metres in
diameter. The remains of a Roman Vilia
were alseo found and excavations uncovered
a tessellated {icor as well as many Roman
ond Tron Age arfefacts.

The deserted medieval hamlet of Mill Cotton lies
in the west of the parish. (Cotton bein

a medieval word meaning cotfages) Little
is known of the population or period of
deserfion and due to disturbance by the
railway, , gravel diaging and modern ploughing
the village remains-are all but non- existant.

Medieval open field agriculture was practised
here until 1843, fwo ueors before the

Northampton to Feterborough railway line
crossed the parish.

Industry; seen in the parish over the years
has included sfone quarrying, shoemaking,
lace-making and the assembly of soft tous
as a modern ‘cottage industry

Kinewell Lake, covering some 80 ocres, was
leased o the village b\\.e(’the aravel exfraction

company, who had worked the site for £0 years.

I¥ is now a Pockel Park where insect hfe is
parficularly obundant and i1 a haven for
migrating birds and waterfowl.

A Walkers: Code

. Always keep to the path fo avoid Trespass.
If the ath is obstrucled you are aliowed To
seek a reasanable way round the obslruction,
Yoking care o avoid causing damage. Flease
report the obstruction to the nghwag
mulrhorif%.

2. Remember To close gales behind you.
strawing stock can cause damage or spread
disease and carelessness may lead fo
'l'l‘El%Edﬂ.

3 Vo avoid harm or distress Yo farm animals
and wildiife it is best Yo leave dogs af
home . I you have to bring them they
should be kept on a ieash.

4. If your route Takes you onto aroad keep
fo The right, facing oncoming traffic
and use the verge if one exists.

5 Alwaus wear suilable clothing and {ootwear
for the season and remember to allow
olenty of time to complete wour
chosen walk.

6. Remember thal every piece of land in
the counlryside belongs to someone,

50 please treal it with respect and
other walkers will be moade welcome.

f wou experience any difficulty on your walk such
as borbed wire, locked gates ordamaded stiles ond

footbridges please report them 1o the Frincipal Rights
g 9

of Wauw Officer, Areal office, 73 London Road,
Kettering. Tel. 524100.

Your general comments on this leafletand the

routes will be welcomed by the Director o{; Plannina, and
Trarsportation, Northampion House, Nor thompton. il 2H2.

Drawn and compiled by Sue Paune
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Dentord

Denford was recorded in the Domesdou
Book (1086 A.D.) as Deneford meaning,
ford in a valleu,

This picturesque village is now o mixture
of cfone and brick built houses but most
of the thatched roots of yesteruear have
been replaced by slates and tiles.

Ridae and furrow, and its former headlands
can be traced over most of the parish
dating back o the commen fields which
were enclosed in 1765. A mound of
unknown date situated to the south of the
village 1= all that remains of a former
windmill.

A number of streams flow across the
flood meadows into the river. There is a
siphonic weir which as implied in its
name, siphons water {rom a high level
to the lower level. This siphomc action
increases the flow of water ten Times
above that of a broad crested weir
Keeping the river mah in the navigahon
channels. The siphons were instolled at
Denford because they required less jand
than a weir.

Hol5 Trinii'g Church. which towers above
the banks of the River Nene, dales
mc:ﬁn‘g Frc:m the lote 13+h Cen'l'urg but
combines features from earlier Times.
The chancel is built of grey stone with

an ronstone band every fourth course.

In the 19th Centuru the butfresses
ond lower part of The fower were

refaced and ite broached spire
restored.

Denford Churchgm’d leads ‘o an
mpenetroble wilderness of scrubland
covered with stinging nettles, which are
the food olant of the caterpillore of the
small Tortoiseshell and peacock
butterfly.Ash, willow and hawthorn covered
with vy are also present. Leading down
fo the river bank the ground is wet and

has a wide varie‘rg of wildflowers and
birdlife is also plénfiful. This area is

managed as a Noture Reserve by the
Northants Wildiife Trust,

The %ruve5+ones have o parTicu'larlg
rich variety of lchens and mosses.
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Josiah Eofon . born in Woodford in the
18+h Cernjruvrg,F was a famous pedestrian
who was onla &-2" tall and several Times
walked over 1,000 miles. He walked the
51 miles {rom London to Colchester in

one day and returned the next dauw,
repeating this marathon for 20 successive

clags.

Woodford

Wood{ord was known in 1086 as
Wodeford meaning ‘ford by a wood.

General Charles George ArbuthnoT, when living
at Woodford House started the ‘Woodtord Tron
Ore Company’ in the lale 1850's, mining from
an adit in the arounds of his house. His
enferprise was further helped when the
kettering To Cambridge railway hne woas
opened,in 1865, and passed close to his
land. Experienced lobour was imporfed info
Noodford and these workers were housed
in newly built homes in New Town. Under o
new owner, Chorles Henry Pleving, the
compan% prospered and the prospect of
work attracted men counfrawide,makln% the
village economu dependant on ronstone.

The Panish Church of SY Mary the Virgin combines
the styles of many cerfuries from Norman times
onwards. In all ;::'l't::ﬁ:ur:,\biliJrL;z5 there was origjmu”g
a Saxon building on the Site.

During major restorahon work in [866-7 a box
containing a human hearT wropped in a cloth was

discovered in one of the pillars. Todoy 1t can be
viewed in a glass case where it was found and

is thought 1o be the heart ot Roger de kirketon
who died in Norfolk in 1280,

Unusual ook Effl‘gies of Sir Walter Tralll
and his wife Eleonor date from the 14+th
cerifury. Originally 'Hmeg3 would have been

brightly painted but few traces of colour
NoOwW remain.

In 1964 the photograph of a ghostly

fiqure of a knight kneeling at the altar was
token. Although tests have been carried

out to establish its authenticity i+ has

never been proved 1o be a forgery,.



Based upen Ordnance Survew Maps
with Yhe sanction of the Controller
of H.M.5.0. Crown Copyright reserved.

Woedford Shrubberuy

wWoodford Shrubbery, wos formerly called Stone Pit Common
ond 1S an area rich :n wild ¢lowers, insects and butterfiies.
Tt used To be a favourite spot for the ironstone workers of
earlier centuries who held drinking sessions there unbeknown
to wives who thought therr spousesio be ot work:

Woodfard

WCODFORD

. Old Fost Mill

site. 10 Church Woodford
seen from here: - ‘1

o O —

Agieaburg ducks are
u'suﬂ”g found i The water
close to the road at
Denford, hgp:ng Ta be 'FEd
a crust of bread.
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Three Hills Barrow = Wood¥ford DENFORD

The medieval Three Hillg Field was
named afrer the Three Hille Barrow, @

burial lai"'l:ll.lnﬂ_ which mug date boack T'nE terraced remaoins G"F ‘]he gurdgnﬁ G-F %
Yo the Nealithic or Bronze Age period. Lord St. Jehns Dower House %
S . can be seen close by - SN R ay
The barrow, which 18 clearluy visible WNoodford Shubberuy. T+ Y, ) T : s
Frc:rn The road, s situate adyacent was demolished in the €ﬂr|5 3 G : Farm

PeLHS & CHILDREY
CRVSSING

o the {ootpath on rising ground. 19th century.

(cheduled Ancient Monument)

Iﬂﬁiﬂ“lﬁ,i’h&" Ei"'e Was pﬁ::-buhlg TruFFf::. Sian_.
cne long, siNgle barfow, which ; Denford
hos begn O:ﬂrnﬂﬂEd over the IR ENEEARTE RN IAAREED . X 1-:--":
cars ploughing ond _ o W - Pl 2T LA | e e T )
L%ﬂo{-{-ici;‘l exc%uai-%ns. ' ST —TeTremr ﬁ;.;l. et 4 Mile
) % ' . Ry = e T P =
Tﬂdﬂ%L Three OVergrown mounds ey R [ ey B - Ke .
remawnt 10 {eet high and S = e b T - ’ . 3
250 feet long. S.F === |j - Alfernative —— o — Fbﬁl’pdhs on augges'\'ed walks
(scheduled Ancient Monument)- E: ;  Pehe —1—1—1— Bridleways on suggested walks
L s 2 —i=5—7= Dhher Fnui'pa*hs
*r_:‘ i - $ 2 » B FEREE Parish Bcundurg
% Ef‘-"-. : =SP  Sign Fost
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Three Hills = Stile
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short Broach spire,
S built of rubkle
and dates {rom
+he EGTIL.\‘ i3+h
Century,a'though
having censiderable
4+ cen’iu‘rlﬁ alterations

M‘5NG+T Ml

Willwwatt Mill wae mentioned in the Domesday Book (1086 A.D)
and through 1the uears has also been mr'n::m»éh._v.5 KOOWN Q%
willacoat, “Williat, “willict and Willowat Mill. The building A ininiinn AL o
contains Two water wheels and for a time was used (g€ =5 & ' giniiinaiin i /4 \1E3 The building, (S
as a Full'mgbmill to process cloth - the second wheel <o - N - st - y 5 plastered internally
would poseibly have ground corn as required. In the '?*f}b& and the chancel

18th Century the mill was used for paper making, on ..’:."-."":'-.'-:. (1Y /| 2l : % ) H" nas tall, fine
operation that lasted for about 80 years, then the mill RO, i, ‘ LRl %’ ,,t n ‘ windows with
wos modified To grind bopes for use as phosphales T I ' ’ : = i |~ 7 F beautifully desigoed
i1 agriculture but This yenture did not iast lonq and R A _ = csd!efﬁel 4 | = F +racery,

‘FIIDL]T" m["‘nﬂ was resumed. X ¥ BT ianitidise i 1 3 Farm o

Althouahr Willywatt Mill is now a picturesque marina
one of the waterwheels can still be seen ot

¥ St Mory- Rngstead
one end. :

Kinastead Grange
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